25/05/2010

Minister for Trade and Commerce Billy Kelleher calls for an urgent enquiry into the flooding in Cork city on the day 900,000 was allocated for the upgrading of the quay walls in the city.

ON the day that 900,000 euro was granted to the Cork City Council from the OPW Flood Relief fund for the upgrading and maintenance of the quay walls in Cork City, minister for Trade and commerce Billy Kelleher believes it it vitally important an independent enquiry takes place into the cause of the flooding in the city last November.

"I am delighted that this funding has become available to the city, but we need to know how this happened and what lessons we need to learn so that the people and the traders of Cork city never have to face a situation like they had to late last year," Billy Kelleher said.

"I am calling for an independent enquiry to take place involving everyone who had a role to play in the events that unfolded.  We need answers to what happened and how it happened, because something went wrong on that fateful Thursday night Friday morning in November last year? Yes, there was a lot of rainfall, but the amount of flooding was incredible, so there had to be other issues at play.  We need to look at the role of the ESB, the role of the management of the dam, we need to look at the water levels in the dam on the day of the flood and the days before it happened.

"We need to know why there was not enough notification given to homeowners and businesses in the city.  There are still so many unanswered questions.  The funding is great and it is badly needed as the quay walls need repairing and maintaining, but in order to ensure this never happens again we need answers and a new system put in place.  This is not a witch hunt of any organisation.  We just need answers to prevent this from ever happening again.

"An independent enquiry is the way to go and I am calling for one to begin immediately.  There are still businesses and people out there who have yet to recover from the flooding and they need answers also."

