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Minister Kelleher welcomes advance of vital Cork to Limerick motorway link

Minister for Trade and Commerce, Billy Kelleher, T.D. has welcomed today’s announcement that the M20 Cork to Limerick motorway — which is vital to the future economic development of the Cork region — is due to move forward this year.

The 82km motorway, which will link Blarney, Co. Cork to Croom, Co. Limerick, is one of seven major national road projects proceeding to the Compulsory Purchase Order stage of the planning process in 2010.

The motorway is part of the Atlantic Corridor infrastructure project which will eventually link Waterford in the south east to Letterkenny in the North West via Cork, Limerick, Clare, Galway and Sligo.

The announcement was made this morning by Transport Minister Noel Dempsey, T.D. as part of the Government's €1.115 billion investment in National Roads Programme 2010. 

Cork County Council has been allocated a total of €36,314,420 for improvement works and road maintenance under the programme this year, while Cork City Council has been allocated €751,800 in total.

Minister Kelleher stated: “I very much welcome the funding announced by the Transport Minister for the improvements and maintenance of our roads in Cork during 2010. I am particularly delighted to see that the vital M20 Cork to Limerick motorway is moving forward to the Compulsory Purchase Order stage.

“This major infrastructural project will link Cork with the other gateway cities of Limerick, Galway, Sligo, Letterkenny and Waterford to drive economic growth in the regions. This motorway is critically important to the development of Cork as a region in terms of improving accessibility, connecting us up to other primary population and economic centres and creating a strong regional balance.”

The Atlantic Corridor is part of the Government’s ten year Transport 21 programme which is due to be completed by 2015. Parts of the project have already been completed ahead of schedule, including the Ennis Bypass.

“The M20 motorway will build on the excellent infrastructure network that Cork already has and I look forward to work starting on this exciting development,” said Minister Kelleher.

Speaking about the €1.115 billion investment for national roads today, Minister Dempsey, said: ''The significant expansion and development of the roads networks has benefited everyone in the state. It has been a major factor in underpinning the sustained programme of national economic recovery. It is a proud boast that roads building projects are efficient, on budget, on time and often ahead of their completion dates. The motorways have also helped reduce the catastrophic carnage on the roads, an aim which the Government must pursue relentlessly. Today's investment builds on the massive roads investment by this Government over a decade and more.''

