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Minister Billy Kelleher urges people of Blarney to play vital part in 
shaping future of community


Minister for Trade and Commerce, Billy Kelleher, T.D. is urging the 
people of the Blarney electoral area to take advantage of the 
opportunity to shape the future development of their community over 
the next two months. Members of the public have until Monday, March 1st, 2010 to make submissions to Cork County Council in relation to its major review of 
the Blarney Electoral Area Local Area Plan.The Local Area Plan sets out the policies and objectives for planning and sustainable development in the Blarney electoral area which is located to the north and west of Cork city. It includes the northern environs of the city and the metropolitan towns of Glanmire, Blarney, 
Tower and the new town planned at Monard. It also includes the 
strategic employment centres of Little Island and Kilbarry. Minister Kelleher explains that an outline strategy document which explains the planning issues facing the Blarney Electoral Area has been published by the county council and is available for public consultation.
The Minister is urging the people of the Blarney Electoral Area to go 
along to a public information event on the Local Area Plan which will 
be held on Monday next, February 8, 2010 at the Commons Inn, Mallow 
Road from 2 to 8pm.
He states: The public consultation process is a vital opportunity
for the people of Blarney, Glanmire and Tower to have an influence on how 
their communities will develop into the future. We all know that unplanned development can have a very negative impact on communities so there is a real need for people to get involved and have an input into the infrastructural development of their local areas. �
Minister Kelleher is calling on people to make submissions to the Blarney Local Area Plan before the deadline of March 1st next. He also says it is critically important that local councillors listen to what their communities are saying. The outline strategy for the Blarney Electoral Area Local Plan estimates a need to plan for an additional population growth of 21,928 people over the ten year lifetime of the plan and to ensure that a sufficient supply of land is available toaccommodate 6,500 new jobs in the area. 
The lack of an appropriate range of recreational and cultural amenities in both Blarney and Tower, particularly for young people, is a concern that needs to be addressed. And in Glanmire, there is a need for a greater range of convenience retail facilities, improved 
recreational walking facilities and enhanced pedestrian and cycling 
links both to Little Island and the city Docklands, notes Minister Kelleher.


