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Minister Kelleher pays tribute to workers who went above call of duty 
during bad weather

Minister for Trade and Commerce, Billy Kelleher T.D. has paid tribute 
to the massive efforts put in by members of the emergency services, 
hospital staff and community volunteers over the past few weeks of 
extreme weather conditions.
While the freezing temperatures, icy roads and flooding have meant a 
difficult Christmas and start to the New Year for many, the Minister 
said he was greatly heartened by the way in which the people of Cork 
had gone over and above the call of duty in recent weeks.
He stated: It’s very easy for people to complain, but we must spare a 
thought for the Cork County Council workers, members of the defence 
forces, the Gardai, the fire service and the Civil Defence who have 
been working all hours in the worst weather this country has seen in 
at least 40 years to try and clear roads and drains. The army have been out delivering sandbags during the flooding and transporting hospital staff to the main hospitals in the city and county when the roads were too icy for them to make their own way into work safely. The Gardai have been inundated with calls to accidents caused by the treacherous road conditions and the Council workers 
have been out in all weather gritting roads, filling containers of water 
for people and now trying to deal with the fallout of frozen pipes and 
roads severely damaged by the weather conditions. Minister Kelleher paid a special tribute to the staff of the city and county’s hospitals who had also gone well above the call of duty in the past weeks. We have heard of hospital staff sleeping overnight in empty wards to cover the shifts of staff who were unable to make it in from rural areas because the roads were too bad. Doctors, nurses, care 
assistants, cleaners and other staff have been working longer hours just to 
ensure that their patients are being properly cared for and they are to be 
highly commended for this. 
�
Minister Kelleher said he was particularly delighted to see the strong 
sense of community spirit that had really come to the fore in Cork over 
the past weeks, particularly in his own electoral area. People have been keeping a close eye on their elderly or vulnerable neighbours, dropping in food for them, bringing them out to doctors appointments or even simply picking up the phone to make sure they are OK. These simple things make such a difference in easing the loneliness, isolation and fear of older people who may be stranded in 
their own homes by the weather.The Minister also praised the many volunteers who have been delivering thousands of meals to the needy and homeless since the cold spell began through Meals on Wheels and Cork Simon Communitys Soup Run.






