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MInister Kelleher expresses concerns over inefficient use of ASBO’s

Minister to write to Garda Commissioner on under-use of ASBO legislation

Minister for Trade and Commerce, Billy Kelleher, TD is writing to the Garda Commissioner to express his serious concern that the Anti-Social Behaviour Order (ASBO) legislation is not being used as efficiently as it should be to tackle anti-social behaviour throughout Ireland.

“I am greatly concerned that the ASBO legislation is not being used as it was envisaged to be when it was introduced. As we are all aware, there are major problems being caused by anti-social behaviour in our towns and cities, but very few people have been taken to court to date for ASBO orders to be placed on them,” stated the Minister.

He plans to express his concern on this issue to the Garda Commissioner, Fachtna Murphy and is also seeking to find out exactly how many Anti-Social Behaviour Orders have been issued since the legislation was introduced two years ago.

As of June 2009, only eight applications had been made to the courts for ASBOs and just six orders were granted, three for adults and three for children.

Minister Kelleher spearheaded the campaign for the introduction of ASBO’s to Ireland in 2007 to combat the rise in problems caused by antisocial behaviour in our communities by a very small section of society.

He explained: “An anti-social behaviour order is simply a mechanism whereby the law seeks to stop a person from behaving in a way, which is causing very serious distress to a community or to some person in that community. For example, where the homes of elderly people living alone are being targeted by gangs of unruly youths who terrorise neighbourhoods.”

Minister Kelleher explained that the ASBO system involved firstly, a street warning where the offender was warned by the Gardai to be of good behaviour and secondly, a good behaviour contract which the person engaged in the anti-social behaviour or their parent (if they are under age) entered into with the Gardai.

“If this anti-social behaviour contract is breached, the Gardai can go to the courts for an Anti-Social Behaviour Order. This is a very flexible order that can be used for many reasons, for example to ban a person from certain parts of a city or town or to stop loitering in an area. The order is applied for through the civil court system rather than the criminal system so the burden of proof is less.”

While street warnings are being given and anti-social behaviour contracts are being entered into, Minister Kelleher said his concern was that so few ASBO orders were being applied for and granted. He suggested there might be a need for more training in this area which was an important function of community policing.

