January 14th, 2009

Minister Kelleher expresses concern at axing of vital city bus routes

Minister for Trade and Commerce, Billy Kelleher, T.D. has called for alternatives to be put in place as Bus Éireann move ahead with plans to axe the No. 12 and No 1. bus routes in Cork city.

The Minister said the loss of these vital services would make life very difficult for people, particularly the elderly, parents with young children and students who rely heavily on public transport.

Under the company’s current cost cutting proposals, Bus Éireann plan to completely stop the No. 12 route which services The Glen and the No 1. which links University College Cork and Cork Institute of Technology to the northside of the city.

Minister Kelleher stated: “Obviously Bus Éireann are obliged to cut costs at this time, but the decision to cut these two vital routes is very disappointing. It will make life very difficult for people who want to travel from The Glen in and out of the city and for students and staff who need to get to the colleges. 

“There must be some other alternatives put in place, at the very least, if these services are to go to alleviate the impact their loss will have on regular bus users.”

He said the fact that protests had taken place in the city in an effort to save the No. 12 route showed how important this service was to the people of The Glen.

Minister Kelleher also expressed his concern at plans to limit other city and county bus services in the near future.
