Friday May 21, 2010 

MINISTER for Trade and Commerce Billy Kelleher has asked the Garda Representative Association (GRA) to show a little more patience with the conditions their members have to endure at Glanmire Garda Station.

THE GRA have threatened to have their members walk out of the station, which they believe is not suitable and practical for a modern day garda station in protest, but the Cork North Central TD has pleaded with GRA leaders to work with him in finding a suitable new site as soon as possible.

With the Commission of Public Works in Ireland now requesting submissions for a suitable site or building in Glanmire, minister Kelleher believes that at long last Gardai in Glanmire will soon have a new state of the art facility with parking and road frontage and measure more than 3,400 square feet. 

“I know the current station in Glanmire is not suitable as a modern day Garda station,” minister Billy Kelleher said.

“It is too small, has no parking and has inadequate facilities, but there is light at the end of the tunnel.  The OPW have requested submissions for a suitable site or building and I am confident that they will quickly find a suitable location for a new station.

“There are plenty of sites and buildings available in Glanmire that meet the criteria and I would ask landowners interested in the sale or lease of a property in the local area to forward their details as soon as possible to the OPW. 

“I would ask that the Gardai in Glanmire, who do a fantastic job remain patient for a little longer.  I know the great job they do every day in difficult circumstances and I thank them for their professionalism and so do the people of Glanmire.

“They have never left the public down in Glanmire and I don’t expect them to do anything silly like walk out when we are so near to sorting this problem out. 

“The closing date for submissions in June 18th and I will keep the pressure on the OPW to ensure this project does not suffer any more delays.

“Glanmire is a growing town with more than 25,000 residents and it deserves a new station.  I will be doing my best to ensure now that the tendering process has begun, this project gets off the ground.”
