January 20th, 2010
Minister Billy Kelleher urges both sides to pull back from brink in air traffic controller dispute

Minister for Trade and Commerce, Billy Kelleher, TD is appealing to both sides involved in the air traffic controller dispute to “pull back from the brink” to avoid further damage to Ireland’s international economic reputation.

The Minister warned that if the current dispute becomes protracted, it could have huge implications for Irish jobs.

“While people may have legitimate concerns, every other means should be used to address their grievances rather than discommoding up to 20,000 members of the travelling public and further undermining Ireland’s economic viability and reputation,” he stated this morning.

Minister Kelleher pointed out that people had an entitlement to air their grievances and pursue what they viewed as legitimate claims, but he pointed out that these grievances should be addressed through the State’s industrial relations machinery or through a third party.

He said: “I am urging both sides in this dispute, the air traffic controllers and the Irish Aviation Authority to pull back from the brink and use the industrial relations mechanisms that are available to them. This dispute sends out a very damaging signal internationally at a time when Ireland is trying to regain its competitiveness, attract inward investment and boost tourism.”

Minister Kelleher said the current dispute also undermined Ireland’s international reputation of industrial harmony.

He pointed out that today’s industrial action was not just a localised issue — it had international implications as it was also disrupting the airlines of other countries who cannot fly in Irish air space during the duration of this afternoon’s work stoppage.
